Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 113 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.106; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.2.
In the title compound, C 16 H 11 BrN 2 , the dihedral angle between the indole ring system and the phenyl ring is 58. 85 (11) .
Related literature
For the synthesis of the title compound, see: Du et al. (2006) . For its precursor, see: Jin et al. (2009) 1-(4-Bromophenyl)-2-methyl-1H-indole-3-carbonitrile Q. Yan and X. Qi
Comment
In our continuing investigation of indole derivatives, herein, we reported the title compound (I). In the molecular structure, (Fig. 1) , the indole ring is essentially planar with a dihedral angle of 0.95 (16)% between its pyrrole ring and fused benzene ring, similar to that [0.85 (6) In the crystal packing, no significant π-π stacking interaction and C-H···π interaction were detected, unlike those reported in its anolog 1-(4-methoxyphenyl) -2-methyl-1H-indole-3-carbonitrile.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the method of the literature (Du, et al., 2006) . Colourless prisms of (I) were grown from a mixture of ethyl actate and petroleum ether.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.95 and 0.98 Å)and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (CH) or 1.5U eq (CH 3 ). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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